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1 . A data processing method, comprising the steps of: 
providing a server, a data object coupled to the server, and a node coupled to the server; 

sbnding a request from the node to the server for access of the data object by the node, 

checloHg for whether the requested access is security blocked; 

if the requested access is not security blocked, determining whether the data object 
includes a privileged coS:miunication (PCOM) between an attorney and a client of the attorney; 

if the data object inckdes the PCOM, deciding whether a PCOM message for the data 
object is to be published at the node; and 

if the PCOM message is to be p\ibli^^ publishing the PCOM message at the node. 

2. The data processing method of claim 1, fl^tti^comprising after publishing the PCOM 
message: 

deciding by a user at the node whether to abandonSthe request for said access; 
if deciding to abandon, user-abandoning the request; ahd 

if deciding not to abandon, user-electing not to abandon ami enabling said access. 
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1 sVrhe data processing method of claim 2, further comprising after enabling said access, user- 

2 acce^ing the data object including selecting from the group consisting of reading the data object, 

3 editing me data object, and combinations thereof 

0^ \ 

\^y^l 4. The data prcscessing method of claim 2, wherein the step of deciding by a user includes 

2 selecting the usenfrom the group consisting of the attorney and an attorney-affiliate who is 

3 authorized to access\he data object. 

2 5. The data processing method of claim 2, wherein the step of deciding by a user includes 

W selecting the user from the group consisting of the client and a client-affiUate who is authorized 
to access the data object. \ 

3 6. The data processing method of claim 2\vvherein the user is not authorized to access the data 
ffl object. \ 

1 7. The data processing method of claim 1, wherein the providing step fiirther includes providing 

2 an input from the attomey as to whether the data object^cludes the PCOM, and wherein the 

3 determining includes a dependence on said input. \ 

1 8. The data processing method of claim 7, wherein the providing step fiirther includes 

2 ascertaining whether the data object includes a phrase in a search list,Vnd wherein the 

3 determining includes a dependence on a result of said ascertaining. \ 
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1 9Nrhe data processing method of claim 1, wherein the determining step includes always 

2 detemiining that the data object includes the PCOM. 

1 10. The data^rocessing method of claim 1, wherein the publishing step includes visually 

2 displaying the PCOM message. 

1 11. The data processing niethod of claim 1 , wherein the publishing step includes articulating the 

2 PCOM message by sound. \ 

ffl 12. The data processing method of clkini 1, wherein the publishing step includes displaying the 

5 PCOM message including identifying alhpersons authorized to access the PCOM. 

^ \ 

13. The data processing method of claim 1, wherein the deciding step includes a dependence on a 

\B decision variable. \ 

1 14. The data processing method of claim 13, wherein the ste^s of the data processing method are 

2 executed in an executing job, and wherein the decision variable^ncludes a dependence on 

3 whether the PCOM message for the data object has been previous^ly^ublished in the executing 

4 job. \ 
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15. The data^FQcessing method of claim 13, wherein the steps of the data processing method are 
executed in an executing^h^wherein the decision variable includes a dependence on whether a 
PCOM message for a second data ofe^ect has been previously published in the executing job, 
wherein the second data object is coupled^to^ttie^e^ and wherein the second data object is 
privileged-linked to the first data object. 
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A data processing system, comprising: 
a data object; 

security means for determining whether an access to the data object is security blocked; 
status means for making a determination as to whether the data object includes a 
privileged communication (PCOM) between an attorney and a client of the attorney; 
pubHcation means for publishing a PCOM message for the data object; and 
decision me^s for deciding whether to execute the publication means to publish the 
PCOM message for the (lata object, wherein the decision means includes a dependence on the 
determination made by the katus means. 



17. The data processing system of claim 16, further comprising: 



election means for deciding whether to abandon a prior request for the access; and 

J acb^ess. 



enabling means for enabling the ; 



18. The data processing system of claim 16, wher^n the status means includes a dependence on 
an input from the attorney as to whether the data obje^st includes the privileged communication. 




19. The data processing system of claim 18, wherein the status means includes a dependence on a 
result of a keyphrase search for determining whether the data object includes a phrase in a search 
list. 
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20\ The data processing system of claim 16, wherein the status means always determines that the 
data ocnect includes the PCOM. 

21. The data processing system of claim 16, wherein the publication means includes means for 
generating a visual display of the PCOM message. 

22. The data processing system of claim 16, wherein the publication means includes means for 
generating an audio articulat^^on of the PCOM message. 

\ 

23. The data processing system of claim 16, wherein the pubUcation means includes means for 
displaying an identification of all persons authorized to read the PCOM. 

24. The data processing system of claim 16,Vherein the decision means further includes a 
dependence on a decision variable. 



25. The data processing system of claim 24, further comprising: 
an executing job; and 

prior-publication means for making a determination ais to whether the publication means 
has previously published in the executing job the PCOM message for the data object, wherein the 
decision variable includes a dependence on the determination madesjjy the prior-publication 
means. 
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26. The data processing system of claim 24, further comprising: 

\ a second data object within the computer system, where the second data object includes a 
second P€OM between the attorney and the client, and wherein the second data object is 
privileged-linked to the first data object; 
an executkig job; and 



prior-publicaGon means for making a determination as to whether a PCOM message for 
the second data object ha^been previously published in the executing job, wherein the decision 
variable includes a dependence on the determination made by the prior-publication means. 

27. The data processing system of claim 16, further comprising: 

a server coupled to the data object^v 

an attorney node coupled to the server^for enabling the attorney to interact with the data 
object; and \ 

a client node coupled to the server, for enablingHhe client to interact with the data object. 

28. The data processing system of claim 27, wherein the server and the client are in accordance 
with a cUent server-model within a distributed computing system^ected from the group 
consisting of a world wide web of the Internet, a wide area network, ami a local area network. 





DELM-2706 



22 



A computer program product, comprising: 
a recordable medium; and 

coi^puter software recorded on the recordable medium, wherein said computer software 
includes: 

seci^ty software for determining whether an access to a data object is security 
blocked; 

status softwar'b^or making a determination as to whether the data object includes 
a privileged communication (PCOM) between an attorney and a client of the attorney; 
publication software for^bhshing a PCOM message for the data object; and 
decision software for decidingwhether to execute the publication software to 
publish the PCOM message for the data oly ect, wherein the decision software includes a 
dependence on the determination made by the^tatus software. 



30. The computer program product of claim 29, fiirther compri^mg: 

election software for deciding whether to abandon a prior revest for the access; and 
enabling software for enabling the access to the data object. 
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1 si. A data processing system for publishing a privileged communication (PCOM) message, 

2 comprising: 

3 \ a data object; 

4 security means for determining whether an access to the data object is security blocked; 

5 stams means for making a determination as to whether the data object includes a PCOM 

)6 \ between a firet person and a second person; 
pubUcatibn means for publishing the PCOM message for the data object; and 

8 decision metos for deciding whether to execute the publication means to publish the 

0 \ 

5 PCOM message for th^data object, wherein the decision means includes a dependence on the 

y \ 

determination made by tn^ status means. 

01 \ 

^ 32. The data processing system otNclaim 3 1 , further comprising: 

S election means for deciding wether to abandon a prior request for the access, after 

S \ 

W execution of the publication means; and \ 

« \ 

4 enabling means for enabling the access to the data object, after execution of the election 

5 means. \ 

1 33. The data processing system of claim 31, wherein ttte PCOM between a first person and a 

2 second person includes a PCOM between a psychotherapi^^d^d^ of the psychotherapist. 
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34. The data^M:Qcessing system of claim 31, wherein the PCOM between a first person and a 
second person includes a^SQOM between a physician and a patient of the physician. 

35. The data processing system of claim 31, wheiwIhePCOM between a first person and a 
second person includes a PCOM between a husband and a wife oFtheJiusband. 
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